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MORE THAN JUST A SENIOR PROJECT •• A group of University of Dayton students have designed
some devices that might make going to school a little easier for a group of orthopedically handicapped
students at Meadowdale High School. Students in the mechanical engineering technology program met with
a group of the students several times to get ideas for what they needed.
Several projects resulted from the meetings, including a curb-climbing wheelchair for one student
who has had to travel blocks out of his way because of curbs near his bus route, said Dave Myszka,
assistant professor in mechanical engineering technology.
Projects in development include an invention to swing a student's backpack around from the back of
his wheelchair to the side, and a device for lowering a microwave to a more convenient height for a person
in wheelchair.
UD students gained benefits themselves from working with the students, Myszka said.
"They met frequently with the students and built quite a relationship with them," Myszka said.
"They really wanted to design and build something that would be useful for them."
Contact Dave Myszka at (513) 229-2968.

AN UNWELCOME VISITOR FROM THE PAST •• The medical community was blindsided by the rise
in tuberculosis cases because of constantly shifting priorities for medical research, said David Taylor, a
clinical microbiologist at St Elizabeth Medical Center and adjunct professor in the University of Dayton's
medical technology program. Research and treatment have been focused on newer problems such as AIDS,
Taylor said, instead of diseases believed to be subdued in the U.S.
"Some things we've been successful in eliminating, such as smallpox. We felt that TB was on its
way out too," said Taylor. "Sometimes we get fooled and think we had it taken care of and public health
people get complacent"
'
TB cases have been rising steadily ·since 1985, with 25,700 cases reported in 1990. Drug-resistant
strains of TB have turned up in 17 states. Although Taylor said he's not aware of any TB cases in Dayton, ,
"it's obviously an issue we need to be concerned about from a public safety issue.
"It's the same TB we've had all along, but it's resistant to the usual anti-microbial agents that would
kill the organism," he said.
Contact David Taylor at (513) 229-3545.
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